A Brief Hutory of the Vusits of
Blessed Frére Andaé
To- St Josepih, Ontario-
& Huw Friendsiip withv
The Cantin Family

ST JOSEPH ONTARIO
OCTOBER 1917

Ay told by Mare and Pauline Cantin



Forewaro

Ay we howe wanted to- for many years, we are
toking He tume to- put to- paper the many facts and
stories regarding the two- visits of Fréve Andat to- e
village of St Josepin, Ontorio:

We are Move and Paudine Contin. Maove s
the greot grandson of Narcisse Condtun, wio at tive
furn of the century wos very busy promotung the
wlea of a deep, naaigataiple wattrway commencing
ot the head of the Great Lakes at Dulutn,
Munesotor and ending ot the Atloantie Ocean. It
wowld not be unfl e year 1953 that his concept
wowld become the St Lawrence Seawny. That of
course, W anotiver story.

What yow are abowt to- read and enjoy are
stories passed dowwn from Fativer to- Sone and son on.



I+ & not knoww for certain how- or Hhe exact date
the Canting were untrodunced to- Frére Anoiré.
Narcisse’s sister wos o Ster of tihe Holy Cross: Her
religlons name way Sster Saunt Cloire du St
Sacrament: One story Ldentfifies her to- lhoae
uintroduced Narcisse to- Fréve Andurt. I+ was told Hhat
upon Hhelr meeting, Fréve André explained iy
desinre to- bulld a grane Oratory un honowr of Saint
Josepin, wirereas Narcisse explained to- the Goodl
Brotrer un detail
hy plans for the
gramd ity of St

Family of Narcisse and Josephine Cantin 1915
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Narcisse’s son, Olivier, suffering from
tubercuwlosly, passed oway April 5, 1914. He way
also- o very devout friend of tive Good Brotiver's.
Brotiver Anduré proyed for Olivier and sent iy
heartfelt care by way of a letter.

Mo’y gromdfotirer, Napoleon Contin, along
withv iy great uncles Jean, Josepin and. Olivier
ottended the College of Mont St Lows: Thuy gowve
Hrem many more opportunities to- make divect visity



to- andl spend time witiv Frévre Andiré. Napoleon was
sent back to- the Frenciv Settlement of St Josepin,
Ontario- to- Look after Hhe construction of buildingy
and docks. He tHhen married Valerie LaPorte
Maowrciv 1, 1916.

Narcisse made arrangements for Fréve
Andil’s flrst visit to- St Josepin for October 22,
1917. He would spend a few weeks tivere for rest:
Ay we all kinows “rest’ way not i the Good
Brotiver's vocabpulary.

Cantin Family shown with Brother Andre during his 1917 visit to St. Joseph, Ontario

Narcusse wrote a letter to- Napoleon unforming
him of iy stoy. See Attachment 1.1 to- 1.5,
especially 1.3 witlehv gwes ustructions as to- how-



Fréive Andie was to- be freated and. protected. I+ goes
as four as to- describe wihat he enjoys to-eat; “...feed
hime witv owr purrest food He seemy to- enjoy Coca
for beverage better than coffee, very day toasts
witieh he soaks v Coca  Coffee with ample cream
He fovourite meal s Beef Steaks, he enjoys
grapefrult; gropes, peoches and pears, he will
require to- go- to- chuarciv senveral tumes daily, do- not
lack respect for him...”.

Napoleown picked wp Hie Good Brotiver ot Hive St
Thomay terminal wirere tivey transferred trouns and
went o to- Londown to- meet Jeanw N. Candtun, wiro ot
the tume would have started trouwnng ot the
Wolseley Bovrocks i London. They thew stopped
by St Josepils Hospital, wirere they met Fatrer
Valentine and young Napoleon Denomy.

After such a long day un London, Fréive Andure
anol Napoleon then boorded the 6 paw traun fo-
Hernsall, reacihing home at 7:15 pane, wiere tiey
promptly went on to- attend mass at Eglise St
Plerre. It way at thus tume thot Fativer Rondot way
untrodurced to- Fréve Andat.



Upon refurning howme that night; they ate
Adnner and retured for the evening. Napoleon
entered He following v iy jowrnal, “Frére Andit
slept v my own lhowse, wiat o blessing from Godl to-
hoae hm v my howse. Tuesday morning got wp
early, went to- mass withv Frére Andat, e prayed
long after Mass and we waited for ham.”

Whein Fréve Andie arrived un October, UF was
bitterly colo. Napoleon ganve Hre late Oliaier’s
winter coat to- Brotiver Andaé and e wore U for the
rest of iy Life.

One of the many comical stories handed down
was of the Goodl Brotiver's furst driving lesson I+ (g
told that on their way to- He train stotion, Napoleon
guestioned. Frivre Andurt Uf e had ever deriven an
ountomobide. Of conrse, the arswer was gwen as no-
Napoleow, after pulling his White Steamer over,
switehed seats witiv Brotiver Andat, wiro- e began
to- motor doww the roond leading to- Zurich. Mucir to-
their surprise, the Good Brotiver ended wp ditching
the big car. That partiendor car, see Figure 2, way
later restored v or avrouwnd 1975, When | contacted
the new- owner, Evan Price, e told me the ondy part
wivichv wasn't U perfect order was Hhe rightt side front
lantern wirielv had o small dent v F from tHhe muncie



eorlier driving lessow of the Good Brotiver. I+ way
soaidl Hot botiv Napoleon and Broter Andare launglred
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Figure 2 White Steamer, circa 1922 driven in St. Joseph, Ontario

It way durung Hus furst vusit to- St Josepin tivat
Frere Andat personally ciose He exact location of
He stotue honowring Saint Josepiv. The affldonits
(see Attachuments 2.1 to- 2.4) are Mawc’s
grandmotirer, Valerie Contunly and Uncle’s accownts
of e event: The land on wirich Hhe statue was to-
be erected was donated by the Cantin family fo- be
retained as o pork. See Attachument 3.1.



Althowglv ot was always Napoleon and Freve
Andire’s direanmn, F wosdt uwntll 1972 Huod oo stotune
wos acguired from St Peter’'s Seminary un Londow

Napoleon's son and his comsin Antoine
(Antirony) LaPorte brought the statue from Londown
and erected on Hie exact location Frévre Andit lhad
chosen. The wawelding of He statue along witiv e
dedicotion was well attended. See Attaclhwwent 4.




TO BROTHER ANDRE OF ST. JOSEPH'S
'Y ON MOUNT ROYAL AT MONTREAL, WHOSE £

AND GOOD WORKS, KNOWN THROUGHOUT
ORLD, INSPIRE THIS DEDICATION TO

el el ool

USEPH, PATRON SAINT OF CANADA.

.XACT SPOT WAS CHOSEN FOR A MEMORJAL
ANDRE IN OCTOBER OF 1917 DURING :
VISIT AT THE HOME OF NAPOLEON-A. &

'HE SON OF NARCISSE-M. CANTIN.

’E PLACED HERE TO HONOUR
IS STATUE WAS DONATED BY




A LA MEMOIRE DU FRERE ANDRE. FONDATEUR DE

LUORATOIRE ST-JOSEPH A MONTREAL.
LE FRERE ANDRE, DONT LA SAINTETE ET LA
NOMMEE SE SONT FAIT CONNATTRE DE PAR LI
MONDE, AVAIT CHOISI) LUI-MEME CET ENDROIT
UR UN MONUMENT A ST-JOSEPH, PATRON DE
EGLISE CANADIENNE, LORS DE SON SEJOUR
1917 CHEZ M. NAPOLEON-=A. CANTIN, FILS
M. NARCISSE—M. CANTIN QUI FUT FONDATEU
ILLAGE DE ST-JOSEPH.
ATUE EST LE DON DU PERE A.-A. ROE
A PAROISSE ST-PIERRE-AUX=BI

F
RE

" DE MME VALERIE-M. LA POF
UMENT A LA MEMOIRE |
CANTIN, LEUR PERE

ITOINE LA PORTE, O




The park also- contoing a memorial walkway
and many histore plagues. See Fuigure S.
Recently, Marc’y fativer, Jean—-Paul Cantin, built o
nehe dedicated to-the Good Broter unv wivelv
persons con Lght candles un vigl for people un
need and for the caumse of Fréve Andrt.




Brother André and The Religious Life of St. Joseph
In 1849, the first mass was celebrated
by a priest from Goderich named
Sneider in Jean Baptiste Ducharme's
log shanty which was also used as
a school. In1873 St. Pierre du Lac
Huron was finally built replacing
a log building which served as a school
and church. On October 22, 1899
the newly enlarged church, well furnished,
heated and with some new windows
was blessed by Bishop McEvoy.
Brother André from the Oratory
of St. Joseph in Montreal had become
a friend of Narcisse Cantin and
visited the family in St. Joseph on
October 22, 1917. His last visit
was on October 22, 1922. Brother
André proposed that a statue honoring
St. Joseph be erected at this exact
location. This finally happened
in October, 1955. XBrother André

has been nominated for canonization.

He was beatified on May 23,1982,

X The statue, however, was placed in
he parish church yard: the statve

- You see Woeo arantad in 1APA

Le frére André et la vie religieuse & St-Joseph

En 1849, la premiére messe était
célébrée par un prétre de Goderich
nommé Sneider, dans la cabane en
rondins de Jean Baptiste Ducharme
qui était aussi employée comme
une école. En 1873 I'église actuelle
de St. Pierre du Lac Huron & été
enfin batie, remplagant un batiment
qui servait d'école et d'église. Le
22 octobre, 1899 I'église nouvellement
agrandie, bien meublée, chauffée
et avec certaines nouvelles fenétres,
a été bénie par L'évéque McEvoy.
Le frére André de I'oratoire de
St-Joseph & Montréal, est devenu
un ami de Narcisse Cantin et a visité
sa famille & St-Joseph le 22 octobre
1917. Sa dernidre visite remonte
le 22 octobre, 1922. Le frare
André a proposé qu'une statue

honorant St.~Joseph soit érigée
a cet endroit précis. Cela arrivait
enfin en octobre 1955. xLe frére
André a été canonisé puis béatifié
le 23 mai. 1982. ’

Figure 5 Plaque on Memorial Walkway depicting Religious Life at St. Joseph



It wos Hhought Hhat on one of his visits hhome to-
Montreal, Narcisses son Joseph L. Contin had befriended. o
Brother of the Holy Cross by Hhe name of John Woodcotk,
wiho also- shharred a roome withv Frére Anduré. Woodcock
eventually ended up leaning the ovder to- marry Narcisse's
dauvglter Josepiine. However, he stll kept iy friendsiiip
witv the Good Brotiver. Woodcock contunmed to- drive him
frequently vnwife ham :
over for dismner, Johan
andl Josepline’s
dauvglter Georgette stll
resiodes in St Josepiv |
and. remembers sitting
on Brotiver Andut’s
knee. A picture of her
brotiver playing witiv

cover of “Annals of
Saint-Josepir Movwnt
Royal’’ dated July -
Auwgust 1943, See
Fiyure 6. The same
pleture Uy hung un the
Ovatory asy well. He so-
Loved the chhildiren

Figure 6 Annals of Saint-Joseph Mount Royal dated July-August
1943. Brother André playing with young André Woodcock.



Narcisse and Josepiine had. ten chhildiren and.
eacih one of them shared a special devotion to-
Brotirer Andure and iy work at tive Oratory.
Antoinette, one of the youngest of these cihiloren,
wowdd frequently vuit withv e and send proyer
cords and special messages to-tive famuly back wv St
Josepin
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Message written on reverse of post card

Front of post card sent from Antoinette to Napoleon
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4 p.m. Dec. 21 — 1936 Rev. Frére André took this picture in his hands for me along when he sign both infant
Jesus pictures also took St. Joseph medal Madeline died with and special favors were attached to all these at my
own discretions and ardent prayer then wished for. This was the last day | saw him alive. St. Joseph will bless
my wishes through him. J. L. Cantin

Josepiv L. Caontin wos also-a close friend of
Frere Andit. On Fepruwoary 13, 1926, Josepiv
Continw bought o large stotue of St Josepiv. Brotirer
Andit corried the large statue un iy army from e
Ovatory to- He Cantin famidy home un Montreal.
Josepir then took him around visiting the sick, and.
brouwght Frére Andve back to-tihe Oratory around
midinight: Brotiver Andié wanted to- make the Way
of the Cross, and Josepir said, “Frére Andut, yowwre
too- tured, go-to- bed.”” He avmswered, “It s wiren we
oo~ Hungy tured ot we gaim merits:”



— »
.

Picture of Joe Cantin and his children, Nrcisse and Eva with Brother Andre

ln 1939, after Fréve Andal’s deativ, Josepin
Contin brouwght the stotue to-tive Orotory and
placed U onw hiy tomdp, wirere U was blessed by the
oftending priest asking special blessingy for Hire

In 1940 UF woy shupped. to- Napoleon Cantuny
home un St Josepiv. I+ unfortunately arrived un
pieces. Napoleow glued Ut back togetiver and U s
currently on disploy ot e Huron County Musewm
s port of o temporary exibit, “lanovative Hurow’
wiich opened, i June 2008 and closes i May
2009. We have received many positive remarks tn



our Guest Sign-ln Book: We are fortunate to- hawe
met so- many new- people wiro- have o story to- share
apout their vislt to- He Oratory un Montreal. We of
course are eader to- shave owr stores of Brotirer
Andirt as well.

Note how fascinated this young lady
appears to be with our beloved St.
Joseph! On this particular day,
February 16, 2009, over 700 people
attended the exhibit at the Huron
County Museum.




Less written documentfotion v availdaple
regowroding Frére Andwr®s visit to- St Josepiv v 1922
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| te home of the Conting withv variowns
fomuily membery and friends were refouned and are
cwnrently on display bn owr St Josepiv Archisves:
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During Brotihver Andures visits, he would, walk
to- churche every day, a distance of approximately
one mile. He also- frequently took walks down to-
the lake and ot to- tihe end of the dock, as shhown
v the pleture belows
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Napoleons last visit to- Brotiver Anduré was o
the 24t~ of June, 1936 at iy room ot the Exfernal
Classigune Ste. Croiw at 3820 Sherbrook St East,
Montreal. Duwing this visit, Brother Anduré
presented. him witiv a plece of s cordon witiv o
large crucifin attackhed and. a- St Josepi's medal.



was given to
Cantin by B
June 24th, 19;

This unfortunately wos the last tume Napoleow saw-
iy good friemd alive. Huy devotion to- e Goool
Brotirer never faltered and he referenced him un
his diary every doy storting eaci entry witiv Fréve
Andirt, IMJ pray for ns, and sometimes adoing
onother soaint for the day. Thisy same, simple
huwmble prayer appears un iy journal right wnfil
two- dayy prior to- s oww deativ on Mawciv 20,
1453. (See Attochwment 6.1)



During Brotiver Andure’s funeral, the Canting
were guwen passes to- be close fo-He coffun. One suciv
pass gives Josepin L. Cantin permission to- adjust Hhe
pUllow- holding the Goodl Brotiver's hheads Georgette
remembers so- moany people rubhbing iy feet witiv
rosories and medals that by He end of the
procession, the toesy of lhus stockings were wornw off:
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| .\ This particular pass
z 7 C M ,l © was presented to
i e Joseph L. Cantin
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| & 3 == i approach the coffin
: _ZL_L — 1 and adjust the

| .. _ | pillow supporting

\: g L I ‘ M= . Brother André’s

- : = head.
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e Frere Andre, rer.
1845 = 1937
Oratoire Saint-Joseph du Mon*-Royal

PRIERE

O Jésus qui avez voulu propager le culte
de votre pére adoptif saint Joseph par 'humble
Frere André, obtenez-nous que la Sainte Eglise
glorifie au plus tot ce fidele ami des pauvres,
des malades et des affligés.

Saint-Joseph du Mont-Royal, priez pour
nous. Ainsi soit-il.

Pricre pour obtenir une faveur par
P'intercession du Frére André

O Dieu qui étes admirable dans vos saints,
nous vous demandons de nous accorder par
I'intercession du Frére André, |'apbtre de saint
Joseph, la faveur que nous sollicitons . .. afin
qu'il soit glorifié dans |'Eglise et que nous
soyons portés a imiter ses vertus Par )ésus-

%m e.g0e [f' Christ Notre-Seigneur. Ainsi soit-il.

Un Pater, un Ave, un Cloria Patri.

’ A -
L apotre de saint JOSePh IMPRIMATUR

+ GEORGES ARCH. COAD. DE MONTREAL,
LE 14 JANVIER, 1937.

REPRODUCTION DE
& THERIEN FRERES DROITS RESERVES
LIMITEE MONTREAL

Front and back of prayer card found in the files of Napoleon Cantin

At the end of the funeral, the Canting were
among the rare few-of his closest friends given the
opportunity to- sign a last letter of farewell witich
wagy enfombed witv Frire André. See AHtochument
7.1 to- 7.2

Altiougiv Josepin, Jean and Jolu Woodcock

were present during tive funeral days, Napoleon
was unable to- get to- Montreal. Therefore, iy



brotiver —-un-laws Johun Woodcock, sent im several
Lettery describing Hhe exvents just prior to- Brotiver
Andity deotin, oy well as the funeral. See
Attachumenty 8.1 to- 8.5, Attachument 9.1 to- 9.5 andl
Attachument 10.1.

Later on, Josepiv L. Cantin and family friend,
Dr. Josef HUpert; o renowned artist of the day,
designed and created o wnigune stotue honowring
Brotiver Andut. TwwgwﬁngMWOfﬂ/w
| P parUiv, the sfatue
"‘ was wweideo unv
. 1955. Fotirer
i Rondat blessed the
| statue. He way the
restoing postor
| during the visity of
| Brother Andet.

Dr. Josef Hilpert,
Self-Portrait
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200 Attend Service

Statue Honoring Brother Andre
Is Unveiled At St. Joseph Rite]
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STATUE OF BROTHER ANDRE UNVEILED

ST. JOSEPH, Oct. 17 — More
than 200 attended a service
and ceremony at St, Peter’s
Roman Catholic Church here
to witness the unveiling of a
memorial statue in honor of
Brother Andre.

- L] *

Brother Andre founded the
Oratory of St, Joseph at Mont-
real, Thousands went there to
be healed and the Oratory is
known internationally.

Brother Andre visited this

{ community north of Grand
| Bend in 1917 and again in 1922

Some who recall these visits

say several residents were

helped by him,
® » .

The statue, which commemo-
rates the visits, shows Brother
Andre kneeling before St, Jo-
seph,

* *® L

When he visted here Brother
Andre stayed at the home of
Narcisse Cantin, Mr, Cantin’s
son, Joseph, organized the
campaign to provide funds for
the statue which was made in

. Montreal,

The Rev. Father Henrl Ber-
nard, of the Oratory of St. Jo-
seph which Brother Andre
founded, was guest speaker.
Father Bernard said the Ora-
tory attracts 2,000,000 visitors
per year,

* * *

The Rev, Father A. A, Ron-
dot blessed the monument, Fa-
ther Rondot was parish priest
here from 1913 to 1924 and now
is retired at Stoney Point, The !
Rev., Father I. J, Poisson,
parish priest here, unveiled
the monument.




It s of some nterest to- note that Dr. Hilpert
origunally approoched Hie Oratory witiv s design
however, due to- e timing, b waswt pursmnec. The
following lettery deseribe a bit of Hive history
behund Hie seudptnre.




Montreasl, October 4, 1946.

Rev. Father Alfred Charron,
Ste~Cpoix Congregation,

St. Joseph's Ojpatory,
MONTREAL, P. Q.

Revenend Father Charron:

I recently had the privilege of reviewing
the interior of St. Joseph Oratory and thereby become
acquainted with some of the plans towards its completion
and besutificstion.

The thought struck me that I can perhaps
fit in the designs of Providence to contribute to the
beautification of your church in e manner which will
also develop the knowledge of our faith, a greater in-
terest in tks history and an ever increasing reverence
and plety for the great Saint you are honoring in
St. Joseph.

I believe you will find this preliminary
information sufficiently interesting to look into the
proposition I have to make to you.

First of all, my reputation and work as
an artist and portrait painter are already well established,
as is borne out by copies of the letters hereto attached
for your perusal.

Secondly, it would seem that the idealism
which has guided my artistic life was a sort of predesti-
netion for this moment when you are in search of some
outstanding material religious expression to enhence the
devotion to St. Juseph.

' In that respect, I seem to have avallable
for that purpose the exact meens which you are looking
for, that is, a displa)y of religious subjects in your
church which will be of ever increasing interest and
which will 2d4d to the already far reaching fame of the
Orstory in s manner that will express and expand this
devotion amongst the most learned as well as thcos least
informed of people of our faith throughout the world,
and through which a great many who do not share that
privilege can be reached and influenced-- I am referring
to my life work, hereinafter expleined in more detail.

To start off, if might be of interest
to know that I was born on the banks of the Danube on the
16th of March 1893 and was baptized on the 19th of March,



Page 2.

St. Joseph's feast: thus my name Josef.

; My education and early guidence were
under the supervision of an uncle of mine who was a
priest in my home town. He inspired such falth snd be-
lief in me in the Christiasn religion that I undertook
to give expression to thet faith by a study of the cha-
racters and physical features of the twelve Apostles,
as represented in Holy Scripture as much as could be
derived from same and to convey that composite knowledge
through character pailntings, a work which has already
been completed on black steel, which, by 1ts very nature,
is practically indestructible.

This work of art can only be fully ap-
preciated when seen, and I should be privileged if I
were given the opportunity of showing you these crea-
tions of mine. '

In the further development of this re-
ligious theme, I painted a large canvas descriptive
of Our Lord's mission on earth through the establish-
ment of His church, and for thiswork I was awarded a
special recognition by having conferred upon me the
Holy Golden Cross of Jerusalem ( 1937 ).

I am attaching hereto a certain number
of clippings for your perusal as well as certain phote-
graphic reppoductions of some of my portraits, to which
I heve added copies of letters of appreciation from
persons whom you no doubt know.

In conclusion, mey I be granted the
privilege of an interview with you or any committee or
designated person to whom I could meke known the con- .
ception I have in mind of the manner in which I can con-
tribute to the greater glory of your Oratory?

I remain,

Yours very respectfully,

JOSEF HILPERT.
ENecls.
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Montreal, October 20, 1946,

Reverdnd Father Alfred Charron, C.S5.C., Sup.,
8t. Joseph's Orztory,
Cote des Neiges, Montrsal, Que,

Béverend Father:

I am very happy, in compliance with your expressed wish, to
outline a plan by means of which I may contribute, through my
ability as a portrait artist, to the embellishment of St, Joseph's
Shrine and thus @edicate my talents to the extension of greater
devotion towards St., Joseph meanwhile vivifying the living memory
of Brother Andre.

My letter of the 4th instant impartedto you certain personal
facts about myself while at the same time it informed you of my
qualifications as an artist, It also contained a personal recom-
mendation from His Excellency, Monseigneur Joseph Charbonneau,
Archbishop of Montreal.

Following this first letter, here are, briefly diselosed,
the main lines of the plan which I submit for your consideration.

1. Recognizing the value which scenic and saintly portbailts
in God's temples have in creating an atmosphere of religious in-
spiration, I am convinced it would be very appropriate to have in
the interior of this Basilica on Mount Royal a magnificent series
of paintings recalling the principal events in the life of St.
Joseph.

2, Considering the fact that the contacts and relationship
of St, Joseph with Our Lord preceded the associlation of the
Apostles with Him, while all are so Intimately and so closely
connected, I believe it would be advantageous to emphasize this
wonderful affinity by characteristic scenic portraits of the
Apostles painted according to the very delineations of Holy
Scripture.

3. To this series of scenic portraits 1t would be possible
to add others of particular interest to thils national sanctuary,
for instance: a scenic portrait sBowing Brother Andre kneeling
in a cleft of thé mountain, before a statuetts of St. Joseph
mediating and interceding for suffering humanity who has appealed
to his powerful intercession; or perhaps of other scenic portraits
of this humble and venerable servant in the different phases of his
religious and thaumaturgic 1life once the Church has recognized him
as a saint, Whilst awalting this great day, preliminary studies
could be effected in view of the creation of these masterpieces.

4, All these scenlc portraits could then be reproduced
photogPaphically in various dimensions, as per attached samples
with biographical notes, and put together in booklet form or soid
separately for framing in religious 1nstitutions, Christian or
even pagan homes, as instructive subjects of religious inspirational
value.

5, There is a possibility of considerable revenue to be
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Torthcoming from the sale of these photographic reproductions. No

doubt it will interest you to know that I already have in my pos-
session all the modern equipment necessary for the contemplated
photographic reproduction and enlargements. The specimens you will
find attached give you a good idea of the perfection of these
instruments and of the artistic work which can be produced with
this equipment.

6, Bvery artlist, in the execution of his works, has his omn
particular note of originality. 1In this connection I believe I am
the first to make use of black steel plates for my work, The re-
sult is marvelous and I can assure you that this material, in ad-
dition to giving a better effect, allows the artist to obviate
certain handicaps which are encountered in the use of wood, paper
or ¢anvas.

7. To be able to accomplish my masterpleces I have had to
follow many religlous and secular studies in order to know and bring
out the characteristice af the physiognomy and perscnality of each
of my subjects; and this method,of procedure , which I especially
put into practice in the picturization of the Leader and each of
the members of His Apostolic selection, has contributed greatly
towards the potent manifestation of my artistic talents and 1life.
I am pleased to add that if my portralt of Mother Cabrini was a
prize-winner, among so many others, 1t is that the very people who
knew the Reverend Mother admitted to me that I had succeeded in
capturing in my portrait the most faithful expression of her
natural traits, )

8., At the present time I own an extensive collection of
scenic portraits which I have created since the beginning of my
artistic career, and without going into any further details I
can assure you that they are appraised as of very great price.

As it is not the lure of gailn which fascinates me, but rather the
ambition of putting to profit the talents of my genius for a pur-
pose as sacred as that which is now in progress at St. Joseph's
Oratory, I do not hesitate to turn over to you all these resources

of my creation which I have just referred to as well as the resources
from works 1t will be possible for me to accomplish in the future,
and all this in exchange for the simple assurance of a humble sub-
sistence,

9, Last March, I already conceived the idea of doing something
great on Mount Royal; but I was then far from thinking that pro-
vidential circumstances would one day bring me at St, Joseph's feet
to offer him the pdan which I have just submitted t o you., In so
floing, I am firmly convinced I am responding to the wish o8 my patrocn
saint who has led me here, believe me, by mysterious means, For
some time now I have thought of a colossal artistic production which
I meant to realize and now the great Model of workers has come to
modify my conceptions so as to make me the humble instrument of
8he marvelous designs of Divine Providence,

I conclude, Reverend Father, with the certainty you will bring
to my proposition all the attention it deserves, I am happy to offer
you my most loyal and sincere collaboration within the outlines and
limits you will be good enough to delineate for me.

Very devotedy yours
1441 Drummond, Montreal, Que. Josef Hilpert




Translation

B André used to say:
gﬁe many conversions
= e i P

Cross on

even think there will be
mare there than in the
Basilica.” fThe smallest
contribution from you will
help to realize 8 drean
of the Founder of the

Oratory.
A corner of the
= WAY OF THE CROSS
presently under construction
on the mountain.
8t. Joseph's Oratory
lMontrsal
lontreal, October 23, 1946.
Hr, Josepf Hilper
1441 Drurmond St.:A
Hontreal,
-
Dear Sir:

The Council of the Oratory has studied your
proposition and has taken cognizance of your works, I
am happy to Inform you that the Council highly appreciates
your work and extends 1ts most sincere felicitations. -

Insofar as the proposition which had the
kindness to submit is concerned, we regret that we are not
in a position to consider it as possi for the momont,

Here 1s the reason: We rmst in the first instance stu

b=~ our future construction plans, We have to make our choice
from many sugiestions which a®d offer different possibilities
and so wo cannot tell actually what space may be avallable
for decoration.

We appreclate the interest which you have evidenced
with regard to our sanctuary and we remain most grateful for the
offer which you.so kindly made to us, Please accept cur most
respectful homages and all our gratefulness,

Obligingly yours in J.M.J.,
hs : gsiﬁ d) Alfred Charron
eV, fatler : » s‘m.

DROTH™R ANDRE NEVFR COUNTED TN VAIN ON BIS PRIENDS o ¢ o
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It 5 & wnigue seudpture wirviche B enjoyed by
all. Small seurdptures un the form of an embossed
plague were produrced un St Josepiv by Josepin L.
Contun, Ondy a few remain un existence today.
One of the seudptures of Brothver Andit kineeling
way placed. un front of Josepiv L. Cantiny houwse un
St Josepin facing Lake Huronw and gy st present
todlay after fifty-five years.

We canlt begun to- deseribe how importont
Brotiver Andirt Ihas been i owr Lines: We howe
loaned. out the statue of St: Josepi to- terminally Ul
friendy, or those wiro feel Hey need special
unfercession. Sometumes we weone o small prece of
the sk cordon nto- o braid and attacih a medal of
Fréve Andure and Hus brings Hem muci relief anol
hope.

Ay a guest uv Napoleonw's home, Frére Anodué
had Hre chrance to- it ow eachv of the dnaing room
chadiry. These chadiry were dustripuwted to- eacih
formidy member, passing on the memories of those
vty the Goodl brotiver made. Many people have
experienced a sense of relief by sittung wihere he sof
many years o4o-



Napoleon and Valerie’s home in St. J os-e:pli-.\)vhere Frére André stayed during his visits in 1917 and 1922.

ere

the community holos a

one con St fund Hre presence of Fr

Today,
Andii

when they visit Eglise St Plerre in St
Josepiv. Every Tuesday,
dedicated devotion to- vy camse wirveh v very well



Niche at the entrance of Eglise St. Pierre St. Joseph, Ontario

The Conting chersiv tive memories Hey have of
Fréve Andurt, wivo- was kinoww to- enjoy a goodl joke
ol alimost alwoys be smiling. Hiy good nature was
I+ W for Huls reason iy story has continuned to- Unve
on v the small Frenciv Settlemendt of St Josepin.
We, tihe Cantiun fomily, persevere un spreading tHhus
winigue history v any way we can. We currently
have o large portlow of owr lnnovative Huron
Alsplay dedicated to- Frire Andit. We continune to-
ovder the books “According to- Witnesses’’ from tire



Oratory to- possy owt to- famidy and friends. Plotures
of Wiy vt to- St Josepiv are shown U there as well,
I closing ow belralf of the Cantun fomily, we
sincerely wishv all wiro continumne to- work for e
cose of Brotiver Anduat all the best and we
confunne as o comwmmnity fo- proy for his canse.




Acknowledgments

If U wasnt for Hhe chance meeting between
Narcisse and Brotver Andit un 1910, Hhe
friendsip tihat grew- uintfo- suciv ar wonderful
relationship wiich was followed by the wonderful
visity to- St Josepiv. Thiy of cowrse way all knitted
togetner by their comumon devotion to- the Goodl
Saint Josepin, Hie enduring devotion of Narceisse's
chldiren, especially Josepin L. Candtin and Jobun
Woodcock.

We were fortunate Hhat Nopoleows devotion
and love for Brothver Andaé wos passed down to- iy
childiren and they in frarn instilled that faitiv in

What made tHisy small cudmination of history
possibple wos the wonderful recollections of my
father, Jean—Paunl Cantin and. Georgette (Woodeock)
Furlotte, along withv my Uncle Napoleon Eduaird
Cantin's passion for refoining and preserving the
fornmuly history.

We dedicate Hus book to- Hem,

Mawe and Paunline Condtiin
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